Critical care transport.
The transport environment presents challenges not faced in the hospital arena. Both ground and air ambulance transport vehicles are hampered by space limitations, lack of universally available power, and physical forces of no importance in the stationary hospital environment. EMS personnel are typically used in ground and air transports augmented by hospital practitioners on request. The capabilities of EMS workers is limited, and their limits must be considered when any patient transport is conducted. Prior planning and understanding the limitations of the transport arena are the keys to successful transport. The future will likely see improvements in technology and integration of hospital delivery systems and patient management systems, expanding our ability to provide critical care outside the traditional ICU environment.